
FASO CROSSOVER FUNDS
Republican gubernatorial candidate John

Faso, who now has a clear shot at the gener-
al election instead of a contentious primary,
says he expects many of Gov. William Weld’s
donors to come on board. Faso said in an in-
terview yesterday that Weld has agreed to
help his candidacy. Sources in the Weld
camp say that might mean making calls to
donors. Weld reported having $1.8 million in
the bank at the January filing deadline, when
his opponent had $933,000. Faso says he
is at an average of one fund-raiser a day and
on the phone constantly. Having a substan-
tial sum by the mid-July reporting deadline
would be a big boost to his campaign.

SIREFMAN TO EDC
Josh Sirefman has been named interim

president of the city’s Economic Develop-
ment Corp. while the search for a permanent
replacement for Andy Alper continues. Siref-
man is chief of staff to Deputy Mayor Dan
Doctoroff and has been responsible for a
number of city redevelopment projects, in-
cluding Coney Island and Brooklyn Bridge
Park. Marc Ricks will help oversee manage-
ment of Doctoroff’s office during the transi-
tion. Doctoroff announced the changes in an
internal memo yesterday.

COHEN OUT
Assemblywoman Adele Cohen, D-Brook-

lyn, will not seek re-election. The Brighton
Beach political club she belongs to began

circulating nominating petitions yesterday for
Alec Brook-Krasny, executive director of
Russian émigré organization Cojeco. Anoth-
er Russian-American, Ari Kagan, is also run-
ning, as are Cole Ettman and Marty Levine. 

CFB DIRECTOR SEARCH
Larry Laufer, former general counsel to

the Campaign Finance Board, says that he
hasn’t ruled out applying for the executive
director post, which Nicole Gordon will va-
cate in September. Laufer is arguably the
city’s leading campaign finance attorney and
would be a strong contender. Other poten-
tial candidates are Carole Campolo, the
CFB’s deputy executive director and an em-
ployee since its creation in 1988; and Sue
Ellen Dodell, who succeeded Laufer in 2000.

WATERFRONT WAR
The Bloomberg administration is dismiss-

ing TransGas Energy Systems’ claim that

cleaning up an eight-acre waterfront site in
north Brooklyn would cost $338 million. The
city wants to build a 28-acre park on the
land and has budgeted $100 million for it,
but TransGas President Adam Victor says de-
contamination would make a park too cost-
ly. Victor claims the city should let him build
a revenue-producing power plant instead. A
Bloomberg aide says Victor’s dollar figure is
a “total fabrication” and not based on soil
analysis, which the city is doing now. The
TransGas estimate comes from the compa-
ny’s study of remediation costs to build an
underground power plant, not a park.

FUND-RAISER: City Councilman Eric Gioia,
D-Queens, is hosting a fund-raiser Thursday
at Harbour Lights Restaurant in the South
Street Seaport. Tickets are $500. Visit www
.ericgioia.com/contribute.

If elected, Eliot Spitzer will have at
least two, and possibly three, vacancies
to fill at the Court of Appeals within a few
weeks of taking office. The term of Albert
Rosenblatt of Rockland County expires
Dec. 31. Under statute, such an appoint-
ment belongs to the governor-elect even
if the judge resigns early. 

Chief Justice Judith Kaye, whose term
expires in March, could be reappointed

for two years if she submits her name. In
addition, the term of George Bundy
Smith, the court’s only African-American
judge, expires this summer. 

Gov. George Pataki is under intense
pressure to reappoint Smith, who will be
forced off the bench anyway in 2007,
when he turns 70. That could give Spitzer
the chance to appoint three of seven
members of the state’s highest court.

Court appointments for the next governor
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